
PREFACE

This book is based on my doctoral thesis, submitted to 
Newcastle University UK in 2006. In publishing this work as a 
book, I have made revisions in some parts. More than a decade 
has already passed since my thesis was written. However, I 
believe that the reality of contemporary multicultural societies, 
their problems and the solutions that I deal with in this book 
remain significant in current times. I argue that the absence 
of sympathy as a social sentiment as thoroughly formulated by 
Adam Smith in the 18th century is a cause of problems in con-
temporary multicultural society. 

A question that confronts all multicultural societies, wheth-
er or not they pursue multicultural policies, is how all members 
can achieve a sense of belonging to a society as a whole. My 
fundamental claim is as follows: if legal norms and the ascrip-
tion of rights are really to achieve their purposes, they must 
receive public support. The need for sympathy, or fellow-feel-
ing, is gaining in importance as an effective mode to connect 
various cultural groups in a culturally diverse society. In other 
words, the concept of sympathy can be argued as a relevant 
perspective in understanding problems and solutions when 
dealing with recent issues arising from the cultural diversity of 
societies that are composed of ethnic minorities, immigrants or 
refugees, as seen in Europe, North America or Asia.

In order to understand the nature of essential condi-
tions for a stable society, it is meaningful to reexamine the 
ideas of Adam Smith and other philosophers of the Scottish 
Enlightenment because their ideas can contribute to develop-
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ment of the arguments in this field even today. It is obvious 
that contemporary culturally diverse situations must not have 
been considered in the times of Adam Smith and his fellow 
thinkers. However, the theoretical perspectives of past masters 
still provide significant assistance for us to understand the 
core of the multicultural problem because of their profound 
insights into human nature. 
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